VI. An Extra Si of the Account mentioned in the 
foregoing Letter , taken out of an Italian Paper . 
Written by P. Aleffandro Burgos. Printed 
frf at Palermo, and afterwards at Naples. 
tdp 3. 

f T O W difficult is the Task to defcribe in a few Pa- 
__ -1 ges the mournful Iliads of the once famous'King- 
dom of Sicilia , in great part ruined by the terrible 
Shakes of. the late Earthquake ? How final! I, amongft 
the Confufion of Tears, Sighs and Groans, dilcov-er the 
Hiftory of our Milerv > Or amongft a Chaos of Rub- 
bilh find the Marks of our Defolation ? Nay, how can I 
recall to mind, without Amazement, the Relations that 
came from all parts of the Defolate Land ? Yet your 
Commands are to be obey’d. 


QuanquctYrt- animus meminiffe. horret lucluque refugit 
Inc ip i am . 

The Ifland of Sicilia of 700 Miles Circuit, and di¬ 
vided into three Valleys, began on Friday the <yth of Jan. 
about half an hour paft Four a Clock, to be lenfible of 
the Shake in the Valley of Mazara ; But in the two 
other Valleys of Emone and Noto, the Shakes were lb 
terrible, as to throw down fome Buildings, obliging the 
Inhabitants to leek Refuge either in the Fields, or with 
Prayers and Tears implore the Divine Pity in the 
Churches. On Sunday following, being the x 1 th of the 
fame Month) at twenty hours and three quarters, the 
Hand of God appeared much more terrible, awakening 
the molt Lethargick Sinner. The Shakes of this Earth¬ 
quake 
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quake did no Damage in the Valley of Mazara, only* 
frighting the People. 

Palermo received fonae Detriment in molt of the 
Buildings, efpecially the Palace and Hofpital of St. Bar¬ 
tholomews. The Steeple of St. Nicholas , belonging to 
the Augnftines , was ruined, and fome hurt done to the 
Church; but little Mifchief elfe done,and no body hurt. 

In Meffma all the Buildings of the Theatre are {batter¬ 
ed, the Royal and Archbilhop’s Palace, with the Semina" 
ry, are all crack’d. The vaft and {lately Church of the 
Francifcans broken in many places, and the Roof of the 
Veftry fallen: The Steeple of the Church of the Annun¬ 
ciation thrown down, - w ith the Death of the Sexton. The 
top of the Spire of the Dome cjeft, all the other Religi¬ 
ous Houfes and Pubiick Buildings were faved. Many 
private Buildings were thrown down, .and all the reft 
fhored up. There were but few Perfons kill’d. 

Troina , Randazzo, Nkojia, Cities in the Mountains, 
iuffered in their Buildings. The firft had half of the Mo¬ 
ther-Church deftroyed, with the Parilh Church of St.La- 
cy, and was much damaged in his Monafleries ,• one 
whereof is not habitable. The laft had its Dome very 
much hurt. Caffiglione had the Caftle and many Hou¬ 
les thrown down. In Francavilla and Linguagrojfa, the 
greater part of the Buildings and fome Churches. Maf- 
cali quite ruined, but not many killed, mod of the Peo¬ 
ple being abroad a Proceffion with the Reliques of St.Le¬ 
onard their Protestor. 

Aidone received a confiderabie Mifchief, two whole 
Quarters, W'ith many of its Inhabitants being deftroyed. 
In the Quarter of St. Laurence there is not one Houfe 
{landing, and the Churches ruined. In. that of St. fames 
the Church of the Annunciation and its Oratory thrown 
down, with feveral other Sacred Edifices. In the; o- 
ther part of the City which Hands lower, there were 
not (a many Houles ■ nor Perfons loft, yet the Chinch of 




Hope Leo is quite flat, and the magnificent Church of 
the Dominicans in Ruines, with the Convent of the Re¬ 
form ati OJfer'vanti , one of the beft in the whole Pro- 
v ince. 

Alt Aquilea , commonly called fact Reale , fituated at 
the Foot of Etna is almoft quite deftroyed, and its In¬ 
habitants buried in the Ruines, with many Convents j 
amongft the reft, the famous one of the Ojjervanti Re - 
formati. Aci St. Antonio, Act St. Filippo, S. Gregorio, 
Pedara TrecaHagni, Bonnacorei, Nicolojt, Mott a, Mefier- 
bianco, Benicia, and feveral other fruitful Villages fitu¬ 
ated near Mongihello , are deftroyed, with all the Habita¬ 
tions of the pleafant Hills about Cananea, which are now 
in the Duft. 

faterno , about Twelve Miles from Catania, a populous 
City at the foot of Mongihello, fubjetft to the-Dutcby of 
Montalto , felt the dreadful Ef 7 e 6 ts of the Earthquake, 
loofiag moft of its Buildings, all the Convents of Fry- 
ars, and a very fine Monaftery. In the Ruines were 
buried Forty Perlons. Aderno, a City iubjedt to the 
tame Lords, had the fame Fate. 

Cantahiano Piemonte in the Valley of Emona , Franco- 
fcnte, Palagonia in the Valley of tfato are little lefs than 
wholly level’d, and about 900 Perlons deftroyed, as we 
have by the Letter of the Marquefs of Francofonte, who 
was miraculoufly faved by leaping out through the 
Crack in the Wall of the Falling Edifice. 

Catania, one of the moft ancient and famous Cities of 
the w hole Kingdom, honoured by the Courts of feveral 
Monarchs, and an Epifcopal See, even from the time of 
the Apoftles, giving place to none in the Beauty of its 
Sacred Edifices ; amongft which the Dome was the moft 
ftimptuous and large in all Sicily, adorned with excellent 
Pkftures, and richly furnilhed, and blefs’d with the Re- 
Jiques of the Invincible Martyr St. Agatha, honoured 
with the Bodies of feveral Kings ; befides it had a very 
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high and curioufly built Steeple. Here were a great ma¬ 
ny Nunneries; amongft the reft, theMonaftery of the 
Trinity; and that of St, BenediSl, with that Prodigy of 
Workmanfliip the magnificent Monaftery of St.Nicholas, 
with its Temple, a place famous lor feveral Reliques. 
Next the Jefiiits Cdlleage, the Convent of the Minorites , 
and two of the Dominicans , the beautiful one of Capu¬ 
chins , the Imperial Convent of the Carmelites , that of 
the Reformed Minorites , that of the Reformed Augu- 
(lines , with feveral other Frieries, with an infinite num¬ 
ber of Ancient and Modern Churches, Colleges, and 
other Pubiick Buildings, inhabited by about z3000 Souls, 
its Nobility many and ancient. Learning was here in 
its Glory; the Citizens were themfelves Learned, and 
Lovers of Knowledge, afiifted with the many Privhedges 
granted by the King. The Univerfity, where the Learn¬ 
ed Laurel was conler’d on the worthy, made this place 
the Sicilian Athens. This once lb famous, now unhap¬ 
py Catania , had the greateft fhare in this Tragedy. Fa¬ 
ther Antonio Serrovita, who was to preach at Catania 
the Lent Following, was on his way thither on the 
1 ith, at 10 hours and % and at the diftance of a few 
Miles ; he obferved a black Cloud like Night hovering 
over the City ; that there arole from the Mouth of Mon- 
gihello great Spires of Flame, which fpread themfelves 
all round, that the Sea all of a Tuddain began to roar, 
and raife it (elf in fwelling Billows, that there was a 
very great and dreadful Blow, as if ail the Artillery in 
the World had been at once difcharged; that the Birds 
flew about aftonifh’d in the Air ; that the Beads and 
Cattle in the Fields ran crying about affrighted ; that 
his and his Companions Horles were fo ftartled, that they 
flood flock ftili, trembling fo as they were forced to 
alight, which they had no fooner done, but they were 
lifted from the Ground above two Palms; and calling 
his Eyes toward Catania, he with Amazement faw no- 
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thing but a very thick Cloud of Duft in the Air. This 
was the Scene of their Calamity. For of the magnifi¬ 
cent Catania there is not the lead Foot-ftep to be feen. 
All its Edifices are levell’d with the Ground, except the- 
Chappel of St. Agatha , the Rotunda, the Caftle of Z/r- 
finoy the Walls that encompafs’d it, and a few mean Hou- 
fes. There was a very great Deflrudtion of the Inha¬ 
bitants buried in the Ruines of the Bilhop’s Palace ; the 
Steeple and Dome, where molt of the City, frightned; 
with Friday’s Earthquake, were got together to carry 
the Reliques of St. Agatha in Proceffion. Many of the 
Nobility were faved under the Chappel of the Saint, 
and fome of the Clergy. The number of the Dead was. 
about 15000 ; for though the People had Raid in the 
Fields all the Saturday, yet the Solemnity obliged them 
to be in the City on the Sunday to pay their Devotions, 
at the Proceflion. Of the Benedictines about 25 were 
killed in the Quire, of the Jefuits zi, of the Conventu¬ 
als 11, the number of the Dominicans is not known; the 
Carmelites were all buried except one as they Went in 
Proceffion ; and fo were the greater part of the other 
Religious Orders, and of the Nuns few were laved. 
This was the Tragedy of Catania, which was accom¬ 
panied with dreadful Lightnings and Thunder from Hea¬ 
ven,with Deluges of Rain ; and in the Ruines were heard 
nothing but Cries, Schrieches and dying Groans. On 
the Heaps of Stones we may now wrire, Here was Ca¬ 
tania. 

Lentini, a very ancient City, honoured with the Births 
of many Illuftrious Perfons,* among!! the reft, that Fa¬ 
ther of Eloquence, Georgio Leontino, of a long time an 
Epifcopal See, &c. felt that Shock on the 9th with fuch 
Violence, as threw down and ruined the greater part of 
its Buildings; among!! which was the ancient Convent 
of Minorites , famous for being the Dwelling-place of 
St. Anthony of Padua; the Royal Convent , !o Called from 
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the Tomb of one of our Queens buried, there, under 
the Ruines of which 4 Religious Were buflfcd, the reft 
efcaped miraculoufly. But the laft Earthquake on the 
1 i th laid in the Duft the remainder of the City, with the 
Death of about 4000 People that returned thither after 
the firft Shake to take care of itheir Goods. So that there 
is now but the Carcafe of a City all lhatter’d to pieces, 
not one Houfe left ftanding. 

Car lent me, a Modern City, being’as a Citadel depen-, 
dent on Lentine, had the lame Fate. The beautiful Ca- 
ftle of Licodia all ruined, with the Marchionefs of Mar¬ 
tini and all her Children buried therein. 

Bizrini., a City of rich Inhabitants, is level’d with the 
Ground, with the Death of many People; part by the 
firft, and the reft by the laft day’s Earthquake. 

Sortino and Cajfero are quite demolilh’d ; in the firft 
about 3000 perilh’d, and in the other a very great num¬ 
ber. 

Agofia, a Trading Town, built on an Ifland in a large 
Bay, which makes a capacious Port, was all blown up 
into the Air; for befides the Damage of the Earthquake, 
there was a great quantity of Powder in the Caftle that 
took Fire, and killed leveral of the Citizens that had efca¬ 
ped into the Fields with the Stones of the Buildings: 
Here perilh’d about 3000. The enraged Sea grew terri¬ 
bly boifterous, and tempeftuoully beat agatnft the Walls 
of the Dominican Convent with fuch Fury, that fome 
Galleys belonging to the Knights of Malta Icarcely efca¬ 
ped Shipwrack -in the Port. In fine, Luttus uhigue pa¬ 
ver, & plurima mortis imago. The Country of Mililli 
in the Dutchy of Mont alto, felt the fame Fate, with the 
Deftrudtion of the Inhabitants. 

Syracufa, famous in old time, an Epilcopal See; in 
our time like the Phamix arifing from the Alhes, Hand¬ 
ing upon a Peninfula, by Art made an Illand, having a 
Bridge to the main Land; ftrengthened with a Modern 

Q^q z Forti- 
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Fortification, fufficiently populous by reafbn of its con¬ 
venient Situation forTrade, full of Nobility, and beau- 
tify’d with Churches, Convents, Monafteries and Palaces, 
now mourns in Ruines. It was fenfible of Friday's, but 
all lhock to pieces by the Sunday's Earthquake, with the 
loft of many Thouland PeiTons. Moll of the Nobility 
faved themielves by a timely Flight. Of the Religious 
not many perilh’d. Scarce a Village in the whole Dio- 
ceftisleft: Confufio'n reigns every where ,* and the Mi- 
fery is encreafed by the want of Food, caufird by the 
Granaries and Mills being deftroyed. 

Lajerla , Palazzuolo and B ufceni lie in Ruines, with 
many Inhabitants deftroyed. 

Spacaforno, a populous place, fituated near the Sea, 
which walhes the Foot of the Promontory Pacbino, has 
loft all its Buildings: Here they reckon about xooo 
dead. 

Gtarratana with its Fall killed moft of the Inhabitants. 
The Marquefs himleJf with his Wife and Three Children 
elcaping on Friday , were on Sunday buried in the Ru¬ 
ines ; the Marquefs and his Children were taken out 
alive to bewail the lols of his Lady. 

Melitello in the Valley of Ncto is Ihaken to pieces, 
the Churches and chief Buildings even with the ground, 
and the Religious Orders all turned out in the open Air, 
or under Huts and Cabines. 

Occhtula efcaped not the common Calamity. 

Mtneoy an ancient City, is now no more,* and the 
greater part of the Citizens and Religious. 

Caltagirone, a City confpicuous for its Senate and No¬ 
bility, luffered in this univerfal Calamity the total Ruine 
of its proud Edifices : As the principal Church with its 
very high Steeple or Spire, theFamous-Colledge of St.Ju- 
lian, the Temple of St. George, the Parilh-Church of 
St. James , admired for the Pictures of EpiphaniuSy the 
Chappel only remaining ? with the Image and Reliques of 
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the Saint. The Temple of the Conventuals thrown 
down, the famous Bridge that joyns the Convent to the 
Town fluttered to pieces, and the Dormitories not to be 
inhabited ; the famous Convent of St. Bonaventure , the 
fall of whole Temple and Spire was the Deftrucftion of 
the lower Buildings; the Colledge of thejefuits, and the 
Steeple of that Noble Church are quite ruined. The- 
Carmelites , Dominicans, Augustines, Crouched Friars, &c. 
are all without Churches and Convents. The Monafte^ 
ries of St. Gregory , St.Chiara, St Salvator and St. Ste¬ 
phen, with a Confervatory of Orphans, are all fhook 
down. In fine, the Senate-Houfe, adorned with moft 
curious Statues, and all the other Buildings, are either 
fallen, or threaten a Cudden Ruine in thele Delegations. 
About 1000 People were loft. 

Modica, a populous place, and chief of the Seigniory 
of the Admiral of Caftile , has its Buildings and Famous 
Caftle laid in the Duft. Seignior Allot Frederick the 
Procurator General laved himlelf in, the Colledge of the 
Jefuits, from whom we have the Account; and that the 
Cities of Ragufa , Scicli, and Chiaramonte had the fame 
Misfortune. 

Comifo buffered much in its Buildings, though but few 
were killed. The Convent is down, but the Church 
ftands. 

Noto, an ancient and ingenious City, full of Nobility 
and fine Buildings, Convents and Monafteries, as we hear 
by a Courier from thence, is all ruin’d; the Convents 
of the Dominicans, Conventuals , Reformat i, Carmelites, 
and Capuchins , which was indeed a wondrous Fabrick, 
are all torn to pieces. The Church of the Crucifixion, 
the Dome, andall the Nunneries are down, with -th& 
Deaths of many Citizens and Nobles. 
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To conclude, there is not a Corner in all the Valley 
of No to that is not ruined wholly, or for the moft part, 
with a dreadful Slaughter of the People. The Southern 
Coafls, as Licati , Terra Nova and Gircuti have fuffered 
Damage in their Buildings. And all the Caftles of die 
Valley of Etnone near Mongilello are crack’d and broken, 
or fallen down. 

This is the Tragedy of Sicilia. His Excellency Seig¬ 
nior Vicere has given prudent and neceflary Orders from 
"Palermo for the Relief' of the affli&ed and miferable Re¬ 
mains of an amazed and half-dead People. 


VIII. An ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. Anth. 
Van. Leeuwenhoek, containing feveral Ob - 
fetvations on the Texture of the Bones of Ani¬ 
mals compared with that of Wood : On the 
Bark^of Trees : On the little Scales found on 
the Cuticula, &>c. 


I Some years fince writ Mr. Oldenlurgh, That I con¬ 
ceived the Bone to be conftituted of Globules; but 
finding my Miflake, I retraced that Opinion : For what 
I then took for Globules, was the tops of the Tubes or 
Cilinders whereof the Bone is compofed. 

Not fatisfied with my Obfervations thereon, I conti¬ 
nued my Endeavours to difeover the true Texture of 
Bones 5 and at length found plainly in theThigh Bone of 
an Ox, that it confifted of four forts or fizes of Tubes, 
whereof fome are fo very fmall and dole united, as 
not eafily to be difcerned in a Bone cut a-crofs, though 



